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OCTOBER 17-18, 2020

The Tryon Riding & Hunt Club Presents

45th Annual TR&HC “Morris the Horse” Trials
at fence in tryon, north carolina

We ride. We show. We know.



Morris the Horse
TO W N  O F  T R YO N  I C O N

Morris the Horse, a well-loved landmark standing on the corner of Trade and Pacolet Streets, 
has proudly represented Tryon since 1928. He is both a symbol of the community’s love of 
horses and a replica of an era gone by when wooden toy horses just like him were made in 
Tryon and shipped all over the country. 
 
The first Tryon Horse was built of wood by Meredith Lankford and Odell Peeler, two employees 
of Tryon Toy Makers, to advertise the first horse show held at Harmon Field in 1928 and 
sponsored by Tryon Riding and Hunt Club. Pulled by a car through town, the horse would lift 
its tail and head when the reins were pulled. The current Morris, made of fiberglass, is the 4th 
generation of Tryon Horses. He does not travel around town as his ancestors did, but he has 
appeared on Christmas ornaments, street signs, T-shirts and more.

In 2019, local artisans Fred Herres and Barney Eiserloh took on a big undertaking when the 
Tryon Downtown Development Association approached them to build a “mobile” Morris that 
can be used in parades and other activities celebrating the Tryon Horse.  The Tryon Riding 
& Hunt Club stepped in to cover all expenses, and Henson’s Building Material donated many 
materials and provided the remainder at a discount to build a 7 ft tall version of the Tryon icon.

This latest version of the traditional Tryon icon is present this weekend at TRHC’s 45th Annual 
Horse Trials and will greet you when you enter the FENCE complex.  He will keep watch over 
the proceedings this weekend from his location near the Show Office.
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LOVE THE 
HORSE FIRST
BECOME A MEMBER SECOND

THREE PHASES, TWO PARTNERS, ONE GOAL
#BetterTogether | www.useventing.com




